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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF SAFETY ENGINEERS 

KUWAIT CHAPTER  

REPORT ON THE THIRD PDC 2004   

HELD AT 

RADISSON SAS (4-6 DECEMBER 2004) 

 

The Third International Health, Safety, Environment and Loss Prevention Professional 

Development Conference & Exhibition organized by the Kuwait Chapter of the American 

Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE-KC) was inaugurated on 4 December, 2004 at 

Radisson SAS. The theme of the Conference was “NEW FRONTIERS IN HSE” . Over 250 

safety experts, professionals and active people in this field from around the world, the Gulf 

region and Kuwait gathered for the inaugural opening of the conference. It was then 

followed by two days of intensive and highly specialized technical papers presented by 

national & international renowned experts in the field and was attended by over 200 

delegates. The exhibition had 23 stalls of companies and institutions who displayed the 

latest equipment and technology available in the field of safety and health & environment. 

 

THE INAUGURATION. 

 

The grand inauguration was held at 7 pm on 4th  December 

2004. Proceedings opened with the playing of the National 

Anthem followed by a recitation from the Holy Quran. Then the 

opening remarks of program was given by Dr. Waleed 

BuHamrah (Assistant Professor, Chemical Faculty, Kuwait 

University) who then introduced Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-

Sabah who delivered the inaugural address on behalf of Energy Minister Sheikh Ahmed 

Al-Fahad Al-Sabah who was indisposed. 

 

Then a keynote address was given by the current 

president of American Society of Safety Engineers (US 

Headquarters) Mr. Gene Barfield. He was very 

impressed at the size of the event and the number of 

attendees and the inauguration.  
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Mr. Fadhel Al-Ali, Chairman of ASSE – Kuwait Chapter then thanked all guests and 

participants and also gave a brief on the achievements of the society till now. 

 

This was followed by an address by Mr. Talal Al-Saklou, VP – M/S Saudi Arabian – 

Texaco who said he was proud to be associated with such an important conference.  

 

An overview of the program agenda and conference schedule was presented by Dr. Ali Al-

Hemood, Scientific Committee, PDC organizing committee. 

 

Finally came the vote of thanks from the organizing committee President Mr. Ujwal Ritwik. 

He first outlined the ASSE-Kuwait Chapter’s year-round activities that ranged from monthly 

networking meetings and technical symposiums to organizing conferences such as the 

present. He thanked the patrons, sponsors and supporters of the society and its activities. 

  

HE Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-Sabah and other guests were then taken around the 

different stands of companies participating in the exposition to view different products on 

health, safety and environment protection. The event was concluded by a sumptuous 

buffet dinner. 

 

The event was also attended by ASSE-Middle East Chapter that is based in Saudi Arabia. 

In a separate meeting of executive members of ASSE International (USA), ASSE - Kuwait 

Chapter & ASSE – Middle East Chapter it was agreed that the three chapters should join 

together and conduct such events at a bigger scale so that there could be more 

participation and would be profitable to more experts in the field. 

 

THE CONFERENCE 

 

Held over two days, 5 & 6 December 2004, the aim of the two-day professional 

development conference was to promote safety, health and 

environmental protection throughout the region by providing 

practitioners from industry and educational institutions to share 

experiences, updates in the latest technological advances, new 

ideas as well as the latest in protective equipment, services and 
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training programs. Each conference day was divided into plenary and technical sessions. 

The plenary sessions comprised of those presentation topics that was of a general nature 

where it was profitable to everyone in the safety field. The plenary sessions were followed 

by two simultaneous parallel technical sessions. In these sessions, topics of a more 

specialized nature were dealt with. 

There were four plenary sessions where a total of ten keynote presentations were given 

and there were six technical sessions where two parallel sessions were running 

simultaneously covering a total of 26 highly specialized papers covering all aspects of 

safety health and environment. 

The invited foreign guest speakers who conducted the plenary sessions were:  
J. Scott Lockhart, Vice President Environmental, Data Systems & Solutions, Houston, USA 
 

Dr. Sami Al-Yaqoob, General Manager, Integrated Environmental Services 
 

Dr. Ash M. Genaidy  
Deputy Director, Occ Safety and Ergonomics Program, University of Cincinnati, USA 
 

Dr. Stijn Santen 
Shell Global Solutions, Global CO2 Business Manager, Dubai 
 

Dr. Tee L. Guidotti , MD, MPH, FACOEM,  
Vice president of the American College of Occupational and Environmental Medicine (ACOEM), Professor, Director, 
Division of Occupational Medicine and Toxicology, Department of Medicine, School of Medicine and Health Sciences, 
at The George Washington University Medical Center in Washington, D.C 
 

Kathlene Foster 
Team Leader, Health & Environment Support,, Chevron Texaco, USA 
 

Dr. Henrieque Paula 
Vice President, Risk Consulting International Operation,  ABSG Consulting, USA 
 

Mark Hardaker 
Vice President, DuPont Safety Resources, UAE 
 

W. B. Patberg 
Senior Consultant PSM, Dow Chemical Co., Netherlands 
 

Dr. Paul W. Brandt-Rauf 
Professor and Chairman of the Department of Environmental Health Sciences and Deputy Director of the Center for 
Environmental Health in the Mailman School of Public Health at Columbia University 
 

All sessions were chaired by the following dignitaries, who are pioneers in SHE field from local industries, 

academic & research institutes. 

Ahmad Al-Rayyes, Executive Director Ind. Services, Kuwait Joint Operations Company, Khafji, Saudi Arabia 
Shabib Al-Ajmi,  Manager HSE, KGOC 
Michael Parkin, HSE Advisor BP/KOC, Kuwait 
Mohamed Al-Ramadhan, Manager SH&E KNPC 
Dave Miller,  HSE Director, KBR, Kuwait 
Dr. Hasan Qabazard, Manager, Petroleum Research Center, Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research 
Dr. Saud Al-Rushaid, Director, Noise and Pollution Control Dept., Environmental Public Authority, Kuwait 
Dr. Ahmad Al-Shatti, Director, Occupational and Environmental Health, Ministry of Health, Kuwait 
Ali Ghuloom Ahmad, HSE Manager, Equate Petrochemicals, Kuwait 
Eng. Jamal Ahmad, Head of Fire Protection Systems, Kuwait State Fire Brigade 
Dr. Fatima Abdali, Team Leader Health & Safat, HSE Dept.,  KOC 
Dr. Mohamed Ismail, Professor, e-Club CSC Int. Institute & Center, Kuwait 
Dr. Sami Al-Yakoob, General Manager, Integrated Environmental Services 
Ali Ghuloom Ahmad, HSE Manager, Equate Petrochemicals, Kuwait 
Dr. Tareq Aldowisan, Kuwait University 
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THE EXHIBITION 

The event as in the last conferences featured an exhibition of a 

collection of companies interested in displaying their state of the 

art products and services in the field of safety, health and 

environment. The exhibition was open to all during the 

conference timings while the delegates 

visited the stands during the breaks between their sessions. One 

outstanding feature of this exhibition was the B2B room which 

was the room set assigned for delegates and visitors to have 

refreshments and at the same time arrangements were made so 

that those companies having stands in the exhibition could come 

and give presentations on their products & services and answer any queries from the 

delegates and visitors. This service was unique to this event and was highly appreciated 

by the companies as the got a platform to give details of their products. There were 19 

companies that participated in the exhibition. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Apart from several flyers and promotion material the conference organizers published a 

souvenir giving messages and abstracts of technical papers to be presented at the 

conference. The proceedings were also published in electronic form on a CD and were 

given to delegates and interested visitors. 

 


